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IMPROVEMENT OF THE RULES ON REWARD
ADVERTISEMENTS UNDER THE NORMATIVE
SYSTEM OF THE CIVIL CODE

YANG Hongchao, ZHOU Jing
( College of Humanities and Law, Henan Agricultural University, Zhengzhou 450046, China)

Abstract: The Civil Code adopts the approach of applying Article 499 and general contract rules to the issue
of reward advertisements, which ignores the special characteristics of reward advertisement contracts and lacks
special provisions on majority claims for remuneration and preferential reward advertisements, leading to
obstacles in the exercise of the actor's right to claim remuneration and legal disputes over reward advertisement
contracts. Based on the "intentional act theory" , this paper argues that it is more appropriate for the reward

advertisement to have contractual nature by explaining the necessity of the existence of the promise element,

and further puts forward the suggestions to improve the rules of the reward advertisement: clarifying that the
reward recipient’s promise takes effect when the reward presenter is notified; withdrawing a reward
advertisement should be in a way similar to that of a public announcement; adding rules on superior reward
advertisements and majority claims for remuneration; and finally arranging the rules on reward advertisements
in the chapter on typical contracts of the Contracts Part in order to realize the perfection of the rules.

Key Words: reward advertisements; rule refinement; contract theory; intentional act theory
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